
Advisory Board Minutes 3/9/2020 

Name Office Present Absent 
Absent with notice 
  

David Clinton Chair x     

Jay Polito 
Vice 
Chair x     

Jason Frady Clerk x     
Bob Carney   

 
  X 

Dan Sullivan   x     
Pat Cormier   x 

  Peter Larsen   X     
Robyn Healey   X 

  Steve Kiley   X   
 Chad Wolfe   X     

Matt Mitchell   X     
 

Dave Clinton called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

In attendance are Town Manager Phil Lemnios, Town Counsel Jim Lampke, Conservation Agent Christian 
Krahforst. 

Legal Department Discussion and Budget: 

Attorney Lampke acts as Hull’s General Counsel.  He works with the insurance companies and any 
attorneys they assign to our cases providing oversight and support.  He works with specialized counsel 
for specific issues such as tax title and land issues. Jim works on case prep for employee issues. 

The Town is developing a contingency plan for “Coronavirus” preparation and response.  The federal 
government is passing down info from FEMA to MEMA, to MASS DPH.  DPH is passing info down to town 
Boards of Health.   The task force has begun forming questions and doing research.  Jim is in contact 
with other municipal attorneys to learn what other towns are doing. 

Town Counsel doesn’t see any issues coming up that will require large expenditures for specialized 
counsel, although you can’t always predict what may come up during the year. 

 

Article 26 “Hingham Water Lien” 

In regards to the sewer department, if someone doesn’t pay their sewer bill, it will result in a lien being 
placed on the property that must be satisfied for refinancing or transfer of ownership.  Unpaid liens can 
also be attached to property taxes. 

With the water company, when one town provides services to residents of another town, there needs to 
be an enforcement method of collections.  This can either be through a lien process or private bill 
collectors.  That’s why Hingham has asked Hull to put an article on this year’s warrant to give Hingham, 
or the Weir River Water Co. Lien authority for residents of Hull.  There is some question or doubt as to 



























































the law that Hingham has proposed we adopt.  The Muni Moderization Act doesn’t address water 
companies, but it does address sewer.  Aquarion does not have lien authority.  This is a result of the 
system changing hands.  It is more equitable for the water system to be able to use the lien process 
since private bill collectors are seen as having a poor reputation.  We should all remember that when 
someone doesn’t pay their water bill, it will affect the rest of the rate payers who have to make up the 
difference via rate increases. 

 

Article 17 was listed as a Town Counsel article, but it is actually a Planning Board article.  We will discuss 
it when the Planning Board appears before the Advisory Board. 

Article 24 is an article to acquire land by gift.  The family of Mr. DiVito wishes to donate the land on 
Barnstable St to the town for open space.  The property would be difficult to develop.  The family wishes 
to make the transfer prior to December 31.  The only costs to transfer the land would be legal and 
closing costs.  Town Counsel and the Conservation Agent will review the parcel before Town Meeting to 
ensure there are no environmental concerns with the property.  This action would not accept the land 
directly but would grant the authority to accept the land to the Board of Selectmen.  Please see 
attachement  

Article 25 seeks to take an easement at 105 Edgewater Road.  There is a drainage pipe that needs to be 
extended with a headworks added.  The pipe has been there for some time without an easement.  The 
property owners asked the town to repair the pipe and are supportive of the easement.  Advisory Board 
Chair Clinton requested that the property owners come before the board or possibly provide a letter to 
the board confirming their non-opposition to the easement. 

Article 22 – Stormwater Management Bylaw - Chris Krahforst 

This article is to create a new bylaw to meet the requirements of the EPA.  EPA authority over 
stormwater dates back to the 1972 Clean Water Act.  This bylaw will help protect our water resources, 
comply with state and federal regulations by mapping our stormwater drainage system and providing a 
structure to review construction and post construction stormwater runoff, and create a maintenance 
framework for the system.  Failure to pass the bylaw could result in a consent decree from the EPA that 
could place more stringent standards on the town in addition to significant fines.  The EPA has pushed 
cities and towns to go through this process, although it was delayed around 2008.   

Hull has hired The North and South Rivers Watershed Association (NSRWA) to provide education to the 
community.  An Authority will be created by the bylaw with the department heads from Sewer, 
Conservation, DPW, Building, Community Development and Planning.  The bylaw applies to all activities 
resulting in the disturbance of 12,500 square feet of land or more.  The town decided to start with larger 
properties to gain expertise.  The bylaw could be revised by Town Meeting at a later date to include 
smaller properties if the Authority decides it is needed.  The town worked with BETA Engineering to 
develop the bylaw.  BETA is producing a drainage map of the town.  While the town could have chosen a 
more basic mapping of the stormwater drainage system, it was ultimately decided to do a thorough 
mapping to keep from having to do more work in the future. 

The bylaw and the regulations adopted by the board will result in a cleaning program for the system.  It 
will require ongoing funding in the future.  The bylaw also authorizes a revolving fund that will be 



funded by fees paid by developers.  The fund has a cap of 35,000 for the first year.  After 2 or 3 years the 
town will adjust the cap to reflect realistic receipts and expenditures.  The EPA permit the town is 
seeking will be a 5 year permit.  We looked at several towns’ bylaws to model ours after.  While no 
community is exactly like ours it was helpful to start with a framework from another town and 
customize it to Hull.  Please see attachment 20200309-2 

 

Dan Sullivan moves to adjourn.  Pat Cormier seconds the motion.  The vote is unanimous. 

Dave Clinton adjourns the meeting at 9:54 p.m. 

Attachments  

20200309-1 Letter from Barbara DiVito with property map and assessors card 

20200309-2 Stormwater Bylaw Presentation. 

20200309-3 Data on town population and Sr. Center usage. 

20200309-4 Opinion regarding Town Charter and Hull Council on Aging 

 


