
 
McKINNEY-VENTO 

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT 
 

 
Definition of Homelessness: 

Children and youth who lack a regular, adequate and fixed nighttime residence 
including: children who share housing with other persons due to loss of housing 

or economic hardship; children living in emergency or transitional shelters; 
children living in motels, campgrounds, trailer parks, etc. as well as 

unaccompanied youth. 
 

 
Homeless students and their families have the following rights: 

 
•To go to school, no matter where they live or how long they have lived there. 
They must be given access to the same public education, including pre-school 
education, provided to other children. 

 
•To stay in their original or last school even if they move to another district. 
Homeless students have the right to stay in the school they attended prior to the 
loss of housing, or to remain in the school they were last enrolled, unless the 
parent or unaccompanied youth chooses otherwise. This is called the “school of 
origin”. 

 
•To get transportation to their original school. School districts must arrange 
transportation for students in homeless situations so that students can stay at 
their school of origin, even if students move to a different city, county or school 
district. 

 
•To immediately enroll in a new school. Homeless students who move and wish 
to enroll in a new school where they are situated while homeless may attend 
classes immediately, without proof of residency, immunizations, school records 
or other papers, and without a uniform. 

 
•To automatically receive free breakfast and lunch at school. A shelter worker or 
parent may contact the school to verify the child’s homelessness. The school 
must immediately begin providing meals based on verification. 

 
•To receive Title 1 services. 

 
•To receive all the educational and supplemental services that all other children 
are provided. 
 

 



If your family lives in any of the following situations: 
 

•In a shelter, motel, or campground 
 

•On the street 
 

•In an abandoned building, trailer, or other inadequate accommodations, or 
 

•Doubled up with friends or relative because you cannot find affordable housing 
 

Then, your preschool-aged and school-aged children have certain rights or 
protections under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. 

 
 
 

 
 

When you move, you should do the following:  
 

•Contact the school district’s local liaison for homeless education for help in 
enrolling your child in a new school or arranging for your child to continue in 
his/her former placement. 

 
•Contact the school principal and provide information that will assist the teachers 
in helping your child. 

 
•Ask the local liaison for homeless education, the shelter provider or social 
worker for help with clothing and supplies, if needed. 
 
 
 
If your family is homeless, immediately contact the building principal 
of your child’s school. 
 
Hull High School, Michael Devine    781-925-3000 
Memorial Middle School, Paula Maxwell  781-925-2040 
Jacobs Elementary School, Jean Penta   i781-925-4400 
 
Hull Public Schools Homeless Liaison 
Rebecca MacDonald, Memorial Middle School – 781-925-2040 
                                                 
i Updated September 2010 JK 


