English-Grade Seven

Mr. Douglas

COURSE SUMMARY:



This year you will be concentrating on doing as much independent reading and writing as possible, as well as reading, discussing, and writing about pieces in our great, brand new Literature books. We will also be concentrating on grammar, vocabulary, presentations, and MCAS issues.  You will be responsible for bringing an acceptable SSR book to every class.  



While we will be using a literature textbook, Elements of Literature: First Course, there will be nothing more important you do this year than to become a better, stronger independent reader.  Reading well is fundamental to success in all areas of your education, and absolutely the best way to improve your reading ability is to become a dedicated, independent reader.



The flip side of the English language coin is, of course, writing, which you will be doing extensively in different forms.  For instance, did you ever consider that a “Book Review” is actually writing?  Additionally you will be writing poetry, fiction, essays, and other types of writing.  

Homework and Absence Policy:



To receive full credit for homework, you must be able to present it in class when it is checked.  If you have lost, forgotten (it’s in your locker doesn’t count), or just not done your homework, you may get it to me before you go home that day for half credit. Homework will not be accepted after that. There will be very little opportunity for extra credit work, thus you must do your work day by day in order to succeed in this class.



If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain missed notes and homework assignments. The same is true if you are out of the room for a time, for example at the nurse’s, the bathroom, or office. Assignments are always accessible on my school web page besides in the classroom.  For each day of absence, one day of makeup time is allowed. 

Extra Help:


I encourage students of all levels to seek extra help.  Most afternoons, Monday through Thursday for walkers, Tuesday through Thursday for bus riders, I will be available until the late bus arrives.

Grading Breakdown:



Breakdown of grade percentage by category:





Homework



25%





Tests




30%

Quizzes




10%





Writing




35%

Finally, I believe the extent to which you become educated will largely be the extent to which you accept responsibility for your own education.

GO GET ‘EM!

