Essay Writing Process-Seventh Grade English Language Arts

_________

1. Read the question a few times closely then take notes on exactly what is required of you  a.) in terms of the material (ex. “What is the most important theme in “Song of the Trees”) and  b.) in terms of writing a complete response (ex. “use three details” or “in two or three paragraphs”)

__________________

2. From your pre-writing notes on what the essay question requires you to do, create a Graphic Organizer using the requirements as categories on the left of your Graphic Organizer just as we did in class.

________________________

3. Next, in a clean space or separate piece of paper, depending on how much room you will need, write your ideas, details, anything that will help you express yourself eventually completely, accurately, and clearly in your written response. For this step take each item on your G.O. in order and do your pre-writing for each section. This step can be messy, but don’t let it get too messy or you’ll end up confused.

Complete this pre-writing process for each and every category you have listed on the left of your G.O., including the introduction and the conclusion. Remember to use transition words and phrases to move the reader from idea to idea.

_________________________________________

4. Now you’re ready to plug in your work into the right side of your G.O. for each category. Don’t try to write only in complete sentences at this point, phrases or just words are fine here, too.

_______________________________________________________  cont.

_______________

5. You now have a custom made Graphic Organizer for exactly the essay question before you. Write your First Draft by putting into the best words possible, all the information you have written, pretty much in the order in which it is written on your Graphic Organizer.

________________________

6. Now go back over your First Draft and G.O., checking off all the categories you created. This will make it certain that you have a complete and accurate response.

_________________________________

7. Create a Final Draft by going over your First Draft out loud to yourself, seeing where you may improve. By all means, refer back to your G.O. at any point. Also, never be afraid to add a great point or detail that may come to mind, but make sure it fits. Remember,

“Anything that doesn’t help your essay hurts your essay.”

______________________________________________

8. Pass in your great essay, always remembering to also pass in all your pre-writing and Graphic Organizing as one complete, stapled packet, your last draft always on top.

________________________________________________________

