	ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS
	4
	3
	2
	1

	ORGANIZATION

· Clear Focus
· Introduction
· Conclusion
· Transitions
	· Clear focus and direction

· Strong, inviting             introduction and satisfying conclusion 

· Smooth, effective transitions
	· Clear focus with some inconsistencies

· Developed introduction and conclusion

· Evidence of transitions
	· Lacks clear focus

· Introduction and conclusion ineffective (e.g., “My topic is…”, “In conclusion…)

· Few effective transitions
	· Lacks focus and structure
· Missing or extremely undeveloped introduction and conclusion
· Lack of transitions

	IDEAS/DEVELOPMENT

· Obvious main idea(s)

· Supporting and relevant details

· Writer understands task

· Details well-suited to audience

· Narrowed topic
	· Main idea(s) stand out

· Details carefully selected

· Well-suited to audience and purpose

· Thorough, balanced explanation/exploration of topic
	· Clear main idea(s)

· Supporting details are relevant, but not consistently well-chosen for audience and purpose

· Topic is explained / explored
	· Unclear purpose and main idea(s)

· Irrelevant details or extensive repetition

· Difficulties moving from general observations to specific details
	· Lacks main idea
· Minimal development
· Off topic
· Hard to follow

	LANGUAGE USE/VOICE

· Accurate vocabulary

· Striking and varied word choice

· Words evoke clear images

· Strong sense of audience

· Brings topic to life
	· Rich, varied, or specific word choice, appropriately adjusted to subject and audience

· Writing is expressive, engaging, or sincere
	· Appropriate and functional word choice, adjusted to subject and audience

· Writing is somewhat expressive, engaging, or sincere
	· Monotonous and/or misused word choice, seldom adjusted to subject and audience

· Writing is imprecise rather than vivid and specific
	· Limited and vague word choice, not adjusted to subject and audience

· Writing is lifeless and mechanical

	SENTENCE FLUENCY

· Sentences flow

· Sentence variation (length and beginnings)

· Control over sentence structure
	· Effective sentence flow 

· Extensive variation in sentence structure, length, and beginnings
	· Some sentence flow 

· Some variety in sentence structure, length, and beginnings


	· Significant portion of text is difficult to follow

· Sentence patterns are monotonous

· Sentences are awkward, choppy, or rambling
	· Incomplete sentences make writing difficult to read aloud
· Sentence structure frequently obscures meaning

	CONVENTIONS/MECHANICS

· Spelling

· Paragraph indention

· Capitalization/punctuation

· Grammar and usage

· Editing – paper clean, edited, and polished
	· Strong control of standard writing conventions 

· Errors do not impede readability. 

· Little need for editing
	· Adequate control of standard writing conventions

· Minor errors - do not impede readability. 

· Moderate need for editing
	· Limited control of standard writing conventions

· Errors begin to impede readability. 

· Significant need for editing
	· Numerous errors in usage, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation repeatedly distract the reader 

· Text difficult to read



	ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
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