Student Course Expectations for Spanish I

Hull High School 2010-2011

Sra. González

6 Credits

Text: Así Se Dice I

Course Overview:
This is introductory course in Spanish language and culture. In addition to learning basic grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation and listening comprehension, we will explore the history and culture of the Spanish- speaking world, and how that has an impact on our contemporary American lives.

Course Objectives:

· Students will use the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in Spanish.

· Students will gain knowledge and understanding of the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.

· Students will develop insight into the nature of language and culture by comparing their culture and language to those of the Spanish-speaking world.

· Students will make connections with other subject areas and acquire information in Spanish related to those subject areas.

Course content:

We will learn basic vocabulary from the text Así Se Dice I, as well as supplementary vocabulary provided by the teacher, organized around the categories of daily life, from school to friends, and what we like to do on vacation to household objects and chores.

We will learn basic, standard Spanish grammar, including:

· Noun gender

· Pronouns and adjectives: agreement of gender and number with nouns

· Conjugation of –ar, -er, and –ir verbs in the present and simple past tenses

· Conjugation of irregular verbs in the present and simple past tenses

· Some conversational Spanish related to the themes mentioned above

· Negative statements

· Idiomatic expressions

· Simple commands, and

· Basic sentence structure

We will become accustomed to hear Spanish spoken and learn appropriate responses for simple conversations, like greetings, ordering food and asking for personal information.

We will learn proper pronunciation of Spanish.

We will learn about the history and contemporary culture of the Spanish-speaking world.

General Statement:

Our main purpose in this classroom is to learn. To do so, we must respect the class, including our classmates, our teacher, and most importantly, ourselves. We also must work diligently. Everyone who follows these guidelines will be successful in this class.

Rules:

· When the bell rings, be in your seat and prepared for class (you will need your textbook, binder and a pen or pencil).

· Raise your hand to be called upon.

· Speak respectfully at all times.

· Remain in your seat during instruction.

· Leave the classroom as you found it. Pick up trash around you and push in your chair.

Procedures:

Be prepared for class means:

· Have your own covered text book

· Have a pen or pencil

· Have a three ring binder with the following sections:

· Vocabulary

· Notes and Handouts

· Homework

· Class work

· Graded assignments

· Have extra loose-leaf paper

· Homework is checked at the beginning of class. Have it out and ready to be checked.

· Raise your hand to make a comment or ask a question

· Go to the bathroom before class.

· If you have a question or concern that is not appropriate to address during class, please speak with me after school or during my free period.

· Pay attention and have fun.

Consequences:

1. If you are late without a pass, you will get a detention the first time, a phone call home a detention the second time, and a discipline referral the third.

2. If you come into class unprepared, you will receive a zero for the work, quiz, or exam you did not complete.

3. If you speak out when you do not have permission, you will get a detention the first time, a phone call home and a detention the second time, and a discipline referral the third.

4. If you speak disrespectfully to the teacher or a classmate, you will get a detention the first time, a phone call home and a detention the second time, and a discipline referral the third.

5. Any damage to the classroom (including litter) will result in detention. At that time, you will clean or repair the damage if possible.

Rewards:

Students will participate in fun activities.

Grading policy:

Students are assessed based on:

· Class work and classroom participation and behavior.

· Homework

· Quizzes

· Tests

· Compositions

· Projects

· Homework is mostly graded based on completion, not for accuracy. The students will be given instructions that they will be graded for accuracy. Homework must be complete to receive credit. Homework may not be turned in late.

· Compositions and projects: will be graded using the school-wide writing rubric.

· Quarter grades: Each assignment, quiz and test will be given a point value. Grades will be based on the percentage of points a student earns out of the total possible points each term.

Student and Parent Acknowledgement

Your signature indicates that you have read and understand the terms of the Course Expectations. Please keep the Course Expectations in your binder and refer to them when needed.

Student signature _______________________
Date: ______________

Your signature indicates that you have read the Course Expectations and discussed the expectations with your son/ daughter. I thank you for your cooperation. Please do not hesitate to call me at 781-925-3000 ext 2123 or email me at jgonzalez@town.hull.ma.us should you have any questions or concerns about your child’s progress or if you would like to make an appointment.

Parent/ Guardian signature: _______________
Date: _____________
